PHILIP MORRIS MANAGEMENT CORF. 


_ { INTER OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

120 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10017-5592 


TO: 

Sally Jefferson 
Greg Wilson 

FROM: 

Amy Lenling 

DATE: 

October 1, 2002 

RE: 

NIOSH Workshop 


The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) recently published a report oh a scientific 
workshop they hosted from June 15-16, 2000. The workshop, entitled “Work, Smoking and Health,” was 
attended by 79 representatives from labor, industry, academia, government and non-govemmental agencies 
that met to discuss the “impact of tobacco on the health and safety of workers.” 

The report contains several conclusions and related recommendations. One of the conclusions is that 
“smoking bans have been shown to be effective in eliminating exposure to ETS as well as reducing cigarette 
consumption in smokers.” Participants in the workshop noted OSHA’s proposed regulations on IAQ, which 
recommended the “designation of areas with separate ventilation and limiting smokers use to 30 minutes a 
day.” The report states “while separately ventilated smoking areas are far superior to smoking areas not 
separately ventilated, the potential increased lung cancer nsk for persons who enter these smoking 
areas.. .needs to be better defined and then communicated to the workers who enter these areas.” The 
workshop participants suggested that training programs required by OSHA’s Hazard Communication 
Standard “incorporate information about the adverse health effects related to ETS and to the combined 
effects of workplace exposures, ETS and active smoking.” 

Additional recommendations from participants included the need to both investigate and define how smoking 
policies are developed and implemented and what are the “intended and unintended consequences of the 
different approaches.” Regarding the impact of smoking policies, workshop participants questioned whether 
the process of confining smokers to separately ventilated areas “expose smokers to higher concentrations of 
sidestream smoke” and recommended research to clarify the potential for increased health risks in separate 
smoking rooms. In addition, workshop participants recommended the further evaluation of the “practical 
effectiveness of administrative and engineering controls directed at reducing ETS exposure at work.” 

The report includes eight publications that were presented during the workshop. Attached to this memo is 
one of the papers that may be of interest. The paper, entitled “Policy-Related Approaches to Reducing 
Environmental Tobacco Smoke Exposure in the Workplace” written by Ross C. Brownson and David P. 
Hopkins discussed the various workplace policy initiatives designed to reduce exposure to ETS and their 
effectiveness, and areas of future importance for policy development and research. 

If you would like additional information, please let me know. 
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